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INTRODUCTION


During the last week of His ministry on earth, Jesus was approaching Jerusalem during His Triumphant Entry and made some prophetically-revealing comments. Our text reveals that the inhabitants had rejected His love and His message for them. We see His great mercy and compassion, but we may miss the great patience of God who has continued to reach out to man after many rejections of His love for them. Let us examine this passage.

I. WHAT JERUSALEM HAD DONE (v. 37)

1. The people of Jerusalem had rejected God’s prophets & killed them.

2. They had rejected God’s continuous display of love & stoned those He sent.

As we look back at verses 33-36, we can see that the message from Jesus is that the modern-day inhabitants of Jerusalem were exactly like their ancestors. We know that they will kill Stephen and others, crucify Peter and others, flog Peter and others, and pursue the followers of Christ (as Paul and others did).

3. Now, they have rejected the Lord’s loving effort to gather them to safety.

The Result: Jesus says, “Your house is left to you desolate” (v. 38).

In Luke 19, we see the rest of what He saw and said as He reveals His sadness over the coming destruction of Jerusalem because of its rejection of Him: “As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said, ‘If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. They will dash you to the ground, you & the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God's coming to you’" (Luke 19:41-44).
Instead of following the Prince of Peace, the people followed war-like leaders who led them to rebel against Rome. The result was the siege and destruction of Jerusalem by Roman forces under Titus Andronicus in A.D. 70. The Temple was torn down stone by stone until it became a desolate house.

II. WHAT JERUSALEM MUST DO (vv. 37, 39)

1. The people must accept the Lord’s loving call.

2. The people must be gathered unto the Lord Jesus.
3. The people must bless those who come in His name.

If the people will do what they previously did not do, then the Lord makes a promise.

A Different Result: The Lord promises to come to Jerusalem again, and they will see Him. This will only happen when they do what they should have done the first time.

CONCLUSION


Rejecting the loving call of our Lord leads to disastrous consequences. Accepting His call leads to great rewards, both now and in the future. What will you do with Jesus? Will you accept Him or reject Him? Will you make Him Lord of your life?
“Jesus, be the Lord of all; Jesus, be the Lord of all;
Jesus, be the Lord of all, the Lord of all my life.”
